TEACHERS GUIDE TO THE EXHIBIT: Anne Frank A History For Today

This guide is offered to all teachers to provide background information, appropriate pre-visit lessons and activities as well as appropriate follow-up activities. 

Anne Frank: A History For Today offers connections to current historical events. This exhibit was created in 1996. The goals of the exhibit are to inform the viewer about the history of the Holocaust from the perspective of Anne Frank and her family; to teach the viewer that differences between people exist in all societies (cultural, ethnic, religious, political, etc.). Special attention is paid to attitudes and ideologies that can lead to acts of discrimination and persecution. The exhibit will challenge the viewer to think about fundamental social values such as tolerance, mutual respect, human rights, and democracy, as well as to educate the viewer about our individual and collective responsibilities to understand and respect diversity in our society.

Anne Frank: A History for Today, illustrates the continuing relevance of Anne Frank’s story and the important lessons it can teach us today. The exhibit reminds us that the discrimination and racism that ended her life did not disappear when World War II ended. Learning about her life story challenges the viewer to think about the value of tolerance, mutual respect, and the significance of human rights.

 

Goals of the Exhibit: The Power of History and of Personal Story

1. To inform visitors about the history of the Holocaust from the perspective of Anne Frank and her family. We show the historical facts and events, which governed the lives of the Frank family, thus demonstrating the effects of National Socialism on a German-Jewish family. Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl and the story of her life and death resonate with people of different ages and backgrounds. Children and other innocent civilians continue to be targets of violence, war and conflict today. The exhibit provides a vehicle for people to view and think about prejudice, discrimination, hate and violence. Through Anne Frank’s story, people feel motivated to look at their own attitudes.

2. The exhibit introduces people to the history of World War I and World War II. The photos reflect how the rise of the Nazi Party affected the lives of a German

1. Jewish family. The enormity of the government directed killing of Jews, Gypsies,

2. disabled people, Slavs and others is shown. The role of individual action

3. now and then is central. The exhibit shows individuals who chose to join the Nazi movement, become perpetrators, as well as others who were bystanders and those few who were willing to help or resist Nazi tyranny.

4. To show visitors that differences between people exist in all societies (cultural, ethnic, religious, political or otherwise). In many countries, however, there are people who consider themselves superior to others, and try to deny the right people have to equal treatment. To show also that these ideas might lead to discrimination, exclusion, persecution, and even murder. Part of the dignity and significance of the individual is that each of us has his or her story, which is history. Each of us is part of a larger world history. Anne Frank’s writings and other personal testimonies throughout the exhibit demonstrate how history is part of each individual’s personal story. Testimonies include: Hans Massaquoi a schoolboy whose parents were German and African who lived in Nazi Germany; Hannes Weiss a Gypsy targeted by the Nazis for extermination; Janina Baumann a survivor of Auschwitz extermination camp; and Patricia Williams an Australian aborigine woman talking about discrimination today.

5. The exhibit encourages the visitor to learn more about scapegoating, anti-Semitism, racism, ethnic cleansing, and genocide as well as tolerance, human rights, democracy and conflict resolution. The exhibit is designed to enhance knowledge and challenges the viewer to look for ways to resolve differences without conflict and to learn about international human rights laws and standards as defined by such documents as the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights and Convention on the Rights of Children.

6. Finally, visitors are encouraged to learn about current events and take

7. an active role in their community and government. The final panels tell the stories of ordinary people from all walks of life who experience racism, discrimination and prejudice daily. These stories inspire the visitor to ask questions about how we live with the differences that exist between individuals in our societies. The recurrent nature of prejudice, discrimination, violence and genocide means each of us must work toward educating ourselves and others toward furthering a just, inclusive society.

The 20th century has been one of repeated genocides from the Armenians in World War I to the Holocaust during World War II to post-1945 in Cambodia, Rwanda, the former Yugoslavia and today Kosovo and East Timor . At the same time, we must try to work to prevent future genocides and be informed, committed citizens. Hence, the exhibit provides a powerful experience that will, hopefully, encourage ongoing individual and community education.

Exhibit Design

The exhibit consists of free standing, internally lit, triangular units. Two types of display constructions are available. Based upon the physical specifications of the display space, the design of the exhibit allows for flexibility and can be configured to accommodate spaces from 1500 to 2500 sq. feet. One set of constructions requires a ceiling height of 10 ft and the other 8 ft. Each exhibit uses about 3000 watts of electricity.

There are 55 individual panels with text and color photographic reproductions and there is one credit panel. Some of the photos of Anne Frank may be familiar to viewers, but many of them come from private collections of the Frank family and give new glimpses of Anne Frank and her family living during the inter-war years. The photos include important archival material and present documentation of the Nazi destruction process throughout Europe. Individual eyewitness accounts plus text from Anne Frank’s diary and other historic sources enhance understanding the photos.

Using This Guide for Site Preparation:
Each docent and other volunteers are encouraged to read this guide ahead of time and familiarize themselves with the panels and photos. Docents must read The Diary of Anne Frank (1995 edition) and the photo guide book A History for Today published by the Anne Frank House is also helpful. It is also suggested that docents read Anne Frank Remembered by Miep Gies as told to Alison Gold or view the John Blair video with the same title.

Each site is encouraged to have a series of docent training sessions discussing Anne Frank’s diary, Miep Gies’s memoir and the history of the Holocaust and 20th century genocide and to connect with issues of prejudice and discrimination in one’s own communities. The materials in this Guide will provide important background for the training sessions. An educator from the Anne Frank Center USA is also available to help plan and conduct these sessions.

Once, the exhibit has been set up at the site, a docent trainer from the Anne Frank Center USA will do a walkthrough tour of the exhibit and underline important themes and key panels. Teacher and student workshops and public lectures are also available through the AFCUSA.

Exhibit Content

The history of Anne Frank is the leading thread running through the entire exhibition. The family’s story reflects world events during and after the Nazi dictatorship. The exhibition juxtaposes photographs of the Frank family with those of historical events of the time, and shows how persecuted people such as the Franks were affected by political decisions and by the actions of individuals.

Opening panels (Panels 1 and 2)

Anne Frank’s diary has been interpreted and assessed in many different ways. Some see Anne as a symbol for the incomprehensible suffering of millions, others see Anne primarily as an author and some are inspired by the thoughts and ideals expressed in her diary. We have taken all of these viewpoints into consideration and aim to encourage visitors to find out more about this young girl.

 

Period I: 1929-1933 - Panels 3 - 10

Anne Frank was born on June 12th, 1929. Germany, in the 1920s, was a country suffering severe economic crisis. The Nazis use the Jews and other minorities as scapegoats for their desperate financial situation. Many Germans accept this escape into nationalistic feelings of arrogance and oppression.

The Frank family is fully aware of these changes but Anne’s early years are nonetheless happy. Photos from that time show the Frank’s family life in Frankfurt am Main.

In contrast to the historical events of Anne Frank’s early years, we show a portrait of Otto Treumann, a German-Jewish boy who grew up in Nuremberg and who commented on the rise of Nazism and nationalism from his own point of view.

Period II: 1933-1939- Panels 11 -18

By 1933, the Nazi Party gets the largest number of votes of any party in Germany and comes to power. In 1933, Otto Frank decides to immigrate to Holland with his family. He has the opportunity to build a new life in Amsterdam. He is worried by the rapid rise of the Nazis after January 30th, 1933, and hopes to bring his family to safety, away from ever-growing discrimination and persecution. Whilst they live safely in Amsterdam, persecution continues in Germany, culminating in the Kristallnacht pogrom in November, 1938. In her diary Anne describes the carefree times that she is able to experience in Holland. At this period in her life we again contrast the life of another young person: Hans Massaquoi was born in 1926 to a German mother and a Liberian father. He tells of the ludicrous Nazi school subject of ‘Racial Studies’ and of the ‘Cleansing of the Aryan Race’ with its obvious threat to all minorities.

Period III: 1939-1942 - Panels 19 -26

On September 1, 1939 Germany invaded Poland and only twenty years after the end of the Great War, World War I(1914-18), the world was once again in conflict. While concerned about developments in the East, the Franks do not feel the full impact of German aggression until 1940 when the German Army invades Holland in May, 1940. Even before this date, it would have been difficult to flee Holland and find a place of asylum. Once the Nazi invasion and occupation of Holland have taken place it is almost impossible to escape. The Nazis begin their persecution of Jews and other minorities through discriminatory laws throughout Western Europe. All this is only a first step toward the process of mass deportations and the government ordered systematic murders that soon followed.

In July 1942, Margot Frank gets a call up notice to report to the authorities for "work" abroad. This prompts the Frank family to go into hiding and they move to the Annex of the building occupied by the company which Otto Frank owned. Miep Gies along with three other employees were the primary helpers who brought supplies and visited those in hiding. Anne Frank writes often how much the helpers did and admiringly of their willingness to help those in hiding. In her memoir, Miep Gies stresses that she is not heroic, and that one does not need to be heroic to aid others.

Period IV: 1942-1945 - Panels 27 - 44
Eight people lived in hiding in the Annex at 263 Prinsengracht from 1942 to 1944. In addition to the Frank family, there were Mr. and Mrs. Hermann van Pels with their son, Peter, and the dentist, Dr. Pfeffer. In her diary Anne gave them all different names - she called the van Pels family van Daan and Dr. Pfeffer became ‘Albert Dussel’. In the exhibition we try to recreate the atmosphere of Anne’s room - the claustrophobia and the oppressive, dim light. Relevant quotations from Anne’s diary underline these feelings. In August 1944 the Jews in the Secret Annex were betrayed to the Nazis and were deported, first to Westerbork and then to Auschwitz. Survivors of the Holocaust tell how impossible it was to evade the deportations; they tell of the systematic efficiency of the murder of Jews in the extermination camps and they describe what the camp liberators ultimately found. With the exception of Otto Frank all of the people hidden in the Secret Annex died in various extermination camps.

Period V: 1945 - Today - Panels 45 -55

The defeat of the Axis powers and the end of Nazi tyranny is a source of widespread relief. However, millions of people have been killed and millions of others have lost family members and are refugees. Jews returning from the concentration camps find that no one wants to hear what happened there; people want to forget the war.

Once Otto Frank finds out that neither Anne nor Margot survived the war, Miep Gies gives Anne’s diary to her father. After reading his daughter’s words, Otto Frank is greatly moved and points out that he like many parents didn’t know his child in many ways. In 1947, the diary is published in an edited form in Dutch. Translated into over 59 languages the diary is the most widely read memoir of the Second World War.

After World War II, nations all over the world come together to create an international organization called the United Nations. It’s purpose is to safeguard human rights and prevent further conflicts. A series of international human rights laws are passed including the Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention on the Prevention of Genocide. However, racism and discrimination persist despite all the good post-war intentions. The exhibition not only shows that it is the duty of the state to battle against racism and discrimination - but that it is also the responsibility of each individual.

The final section discusses what happens after 1945 to survivors, what types of human rights laws have been passed and the continuing struggle against racism and discrimination of people today. The final section also shows pictures and quotations from people who have visited the Anne Frank House, as we aim to show the effect that a visit to the Anne Frank House has had on others.

 

IDEAS AND ACTIVITIES FOR RESEARCH AND DISCUSSION

Religious Identity

April 11, 1944, "Who knows, maybe our religion will teach the world and all the people in it about goodness, and that’s the reason, the only reason, we have to suffer. We can never be just Dutch, or just English, or whatever, we will always be Jews as well. And we’ll have to keep on being Jews, but then, we’ll want to be".

The Franks were in hiding from the Nazis because they were Jews. Describe how anne writes about herself in terms of her identity as a Jew. How do her feelings for her Jewish background change over the course of her years in hiding? Why do you think her feelings change?

April 11, 1944, "We’ve been strongly reminded of the fact that we’re Jews in chains, chained to one spot, without any rights, but with a thousand obligations. We must put our feelings aside; we must be brave and strong, bear discomforts without complaint, do whatever is in our power and trust in God. One day this terrible war will be over. The time will come when we’ll be people again and not just Jews!"

What do you think Anne means in this comment?

Define the terms "stereotype" and "scapegoat." What does Anne’s comment say about stereotyping? About anti-Semitism?

Research events related to stereotyping and scapegoating in different societies.

Research hate groups and racial and religious bigotry in the U.S. today. Work with your fellow students to organize a campaign to promote racial, religious, and cultural understanding at your school . Your campaign could use posters, newsletters, Public Service Announcements (PSAs) for the school’s public address system, etc.

National Identity

April 11, 1945, "…my first wish after the war is to become a Dutch citizen. I love the Dutch, I love this country, I love the language, and I want to work here. And even if I have to write to the Queen herself, I won’t give up until I’ve reached my goal".

What does a national identity mean? What was Anne’s nationality while she was in hiding? What does she mean when she writes, October 9, 1942, "Hitler took away our nationality long ago"?

Research the term "nationalism." How has national identity been used to justify discrimination and war? Can nationalism be a positive source of identity? Overall, do you think nationalism has a positive or negative role in history?

 

NEWS AND WAR

August 5, 1943, "Clustered around the radio, they all listen raptly to the BBC. This is the only time the members of the Annex family don’t interrupt each other, since even Mr. Van Daan can’t argue with the speaker".

Listening to the news on the BBC British Broadcasting Corporation), an act which was illegal in Nazi-occupied Europe, the Frank family was able to learn about the war, what was happening to the Jews and the progress of the Allied forces, Anne often wrote about events going on outside the annex.

In addition to the BBC news, how did the Annex residents learn about the developments of the war? Did these different sources affect their perspective on the war? An example from June 6, 1944, "BBC broadcast in German, Dutch, French and other languages at ten o’clock: when did the invasion begin? So this is the ‘real’ invasion. BBC broadcast in German at eleven: speech by Supreme Commander General Dwight Eisenhower. BBC broadcast in English: ‘This is D Day.’ General Eisenhower said to the French people: ‘Stiff fighting will come now, but after this, the victory. The year 1944 is the year of complete victory. Good Luck!"

In the quote above, Anne is writing about an actual event. Research this historical event or another historical incident you find in this diary, such as the deportation of Hungarian Jews in August 1944, and write a short news article describing the event. Compare Anne Frank’s description with you own.

Research the BBC, its history, and how it spread the news of the war throughout Europe. Research and compare BBC news coverage from this period with coverage by U.S. media.

What is the difference between news and propaganda? Interpret examples of news and propaganda from this period, from contemporary events.

May 3, 1944, "I don’t believe the war is simply the work of politicians and capitalists. Oh no, the common man is every bit as guilty; otherwise, people and nations would have rebelled long ago!"

What do you think Anne Frank means by "the common man is every bit as guilty" for war?

How would you define a "war"? Are there just and unjust wars? What can individuals do to stop a war?

RESCUERS AND BYSTANDERS

January 28, 1944, "That’s something we should never forget; while others display their heroism in battle or against the Germans, our helpers prove theirs every day by their good spirits and affection".

Anne Frank described herself as "privileged" to be hiding while so many others were being taken away. Anne’s situation was unusual because she was hiding with her entire family and there was a group of people who helped them. All over Europe, few Jews or other people victimized by the Nazis had anyone to turn to, or anyplace to hide. Of the 25,000 Jews in hiding in Holland, 30 percent were caught and/or betrayed.

Choose one of the helpers who appear in the diary. Describe what this person did that helped the eight people to remain hidden for over two years in the center of Nazi occupied Amsterdam. What helpers do not appear in the play?

How did the relationships between the people hiding in the Annex and their helpers change over the two years?

What were the risks of helping the Franks and others?

"I am not a hero. I stand at the end of the long, long line of good Dutch people who did what I did or more - much more - during those dark and terrible times years ago, but always like yesterday in the hearts of those of us who bear witness. Never a day goes by that I do not think of what happened then" (Miep Gies, Anne Frank Remembered).

What is a hero/heroine? Was Miep a heroine? Prepare to defend your answer.

Define these terms as they relate to the Holocaust: "rescuer," "bystander," "collaborator," and "perpetrator."

Look at role of Denmark in reassuring Danish Jews. Compare the Danish rescue and resistance to that in Holland, Belgium, and other countries in Europe.

DIARY WRITING
Dear Kitty, "I hope I will be able to confide everything to you, as I have never been able to confide in anyone, and I hope you will be a great source of comfort and support" (June 12, 1942).

On June 12, 1942, Anne Frank received a small red-and-white plaid diary for her thirteenth birthday. In her diary, Anne speaks honestly about the trauma of World War II and the Holocaust from their perspective of a young woman coming of age.

April 5, 1944, "…will I ever be able to write something great, will I ever become a journalist or writer? I hope so, oh, I hope so very much, because writing allows me to record everything, all my thoughts, ideals and fantasies".

How did Anne’s feelings toward her diary change over the two years she was in hiding? How did her diary serve as a source of comfort, as her friend? How did it allow her to give voice to herself?

Why in 1952 did the diary become an overnight bestseller? Why, through play and film, did America embrace a universal, optimistic Anne Frank?

Diary Writing for Students

How do you express yourself? If you don’t already have one, keep a personal journal making daily entries. Will you give your diary a name as Anne Frank did? You may want to add drawings, paintings, photos, designs, stories, and poems in your journal. Over time, do your entries change in style, form, content? Why do they change?

Reading Different Diaries and Memoirs from the Literature of This Period

Divide the class and have students read different diaries and memoirs for comparison and contrast of experiences and styles. For example, middle school students might read Upon the Head of the Goat: A Childhood in Hungary, 1939-44 (Signet Classics, 1983) by Aranka Siegal. Older students’ readings might include Night (Bantam, 1982) by Elie Wiesel or Primo Levi’s Survival in Auschwitz (Macmillan, 1987).

 
Children and Their Rights

After almost seventy years of international effort and debate, the United Nations convention on the Rights of the Child came into existence on September 2, 1990. This Convention by the international community recognized the special needs and vulnerability of children as human beings.

The following are some of the principal articles in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child:

· all children have the right to love and care

· all children are equal

· all children have the right to adequate and healthy food

· all children have the right to go to school

· all children have the right to play

· no children should have to work

· no child should be abused

· no child should be the victim of violence and war

· children can express their own opinions

· children can choose their own religion

· children can meet any one they like

· children have the right to information

(Adapted from The World Book of Children’s Rights by Defense for Children’s Rights International Geneva.)

Research how these rights were taken from Anne Frank and other children during the Holocaust.

Read the following words written by students from a fifth grade class in Zenica, Yugoslavia.

"War I here, but we await peace. We are in a corner of the world where nobody seems to hear us. But w are not afraid. We will not give up… Our fathers earn little, just barely enough to buy five kilos of flour a month. And we have no water, no electricity, no heat. We bear it all, but we cannot bear the hate and evil. Our teacher has told us about Anne Frank, and we have read her diary. After fifty years, history is repeating itself right here with this war, with the hate and the killing, and with having to hide to save your life."

"We are only twelve years old. We can’t influence politics and the war, but we want to live! And we want to stop this madness. Like Anne Frank fifty years ago, we wait for peace. She didn’t live to see it. Will we?

Do you think children must have special rights and laws to protect them? Which rights are denied to children today, in the United States and elsewhere? What is the United States position on the U.N Convention on the Rights of the Child? Are you surprised? Is there a conflict between American and International law?

When people have rights, do they also have duties? For example, if each child has the right to express his/her own opinions does he/she then have the duty or responsibility to allow others to express their own opinions? If a child has the right to play with whom he/she wants, does he/she then have the responsibility to let others play with whom they want? If they have the right to be treated equally, does he/she have the responsibility to treat other equally?

  

Human Rights Activism Project

Plan a campaign to raise awareness of children’s and human rights in your school. How will you begin? Perhaps pick one theme such as child labor, adoption, abuse, equality. Find articles in the newspaper or on the Internet about what is happening to children in the United States and other countries. Write letter and lobby for your theme. Contact organizations like Child Rights International, Amnesty International, or Children’s Defense Fund for more information.

 

Anne Frank: History, Memory, and Image

Anne Frank’s diary has been printed in 67 different languages - with 31 million copies sold. Why is her story so enduring? What can we learn from reading her diary?

When Anne and Margot are hurriedly packing for the Annex, she writes, "The first thing I stuck in was this diary, and the curlers, handkerchiefs, schoolbooks, a cob and some old letters. Preoccupied by the thought of going into hiding, I struck the craziest things in the bag, but I’m not sorry. Memories mean more to me than dresses.

What does she mean? Imagine that you have to go into hiding and you only have a small bag and a half an hour to pack. What would you take with you? Explain the reason for each item. Do you agree with Anne? Is "memory" more important than material things?

 

Pre-judging and Prejudice

Prejudice is literally "pre-judging," that is, making up your mind before you have the facts. After reading the diary and seeing the play, students can revisit their ideas about Anne Frank and check their preconceptions. Is the popular image different from the person in the diary? 

Is it different from the person in the play?

What is memory? Is history always true to memory?

