BIOGRAPHIES 

OTTO FRANK

"(Father) is the most modest person at the table. He always looks to see whether the others have been served first. He needs nothing for himself; the best things are for the children. He's goodness personified." (August 9, 1943)

"Father walks around with his lips pressed together, and whenever he hears his name, he looks up in alarm, as if he's afraid he'll be called upon to resolve another delicate problem." (October 17, 1943)

Otto Frank, was born on May 12, 1889 to Michael Frank and Alice Betty Stern in Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 1908 he enrolled at the University of Heidelberg but after one semester he left for New York to work in Macy's department store where he learned about business. The death of his father caused Otto to return to Frankfurt the next year. After the start of World War I, he and his brothers Herbert and Robert, enlisted in the German army. At the the age of 36, he married Edith Hollander and they had two daughters, Anne and Margot. One of the reasons that there are so many photos of Anne Frank and her family and that they are of such a high quality is that one of Otto's favorite pastimes was photographing his family.

Otto Frank moved to Amsterdam, the Netherlands in the Spring of 1933 after the Nazi rise to power in Germany. In Amsterdam, he established a Dutch branch of Opekta-Werke, a company that manufactured and distributed pectin, a substance for making jam. He decided to try to keep the family together by hiding in the middle of Amsterdam and secured the aid of people who worked in his pectin business. On July 8, 1942, Otto Frank, 53 years old, moved his family into a secret hiding place that he had prepared in the building which housed his business. He was a devoted father and husband and while in hiding, Otto tutored the children, including his daughters and Peter van Pels. He often tried to be the peacemaker in the Annex, especially in squabbles between Anne and others.

After surviving Auschwitz, Otto Frank returned to Amsterdam on June 3, 1945 and for awhile lived with Miep and Jan Gies. He married Elfriede Geiringer, a Holocaust survivor, in November, 1953.

After Otto learns of Margot and Anne’s death, Miep gives him the collected pages and diary from the attic. In the summer of 1947, 1500 copies of The Diary of Anne Frank are published in Holland. In 1952, Otto moves to Basel, Switzerland. He is instrumental in the opening of the Anne Frank House in May of 1960 in Amsterdam. Otto Frank died on August 19, 1980 at the age of 91 in Birsfelden, Switzerland.



EDITH FRANK

"I'm seething with rage, yet I can't show it. I'd like to scream, stamp my foot, give Mother a good shaking, cry, and I don't know what else because of the nasty words, mocking looks, and accusations that she hurls at me day after day, piercing me like arrows from a tightly strung bow, which are nearly impossible to pull my body from." (January 30, 1943) 

"I was furious at Mother (and still am a lot of the time). It's true, she didn't understand me, but I didn't understand her either. Because of the difficult situations I put her in, and the sad circumstances in which she found herself, she was nervous and irritable, so I can understand why she was often short with me." (January 2, 1944)

"While doing the dishes, Bep began talking to Mother...about how discouraged she gets...Do you know what (Mother's) advice was? that she should think about all the other people in the world who are suffering! How can thinking about the misery of others help if you're miserable yourself?...The only thing that helps is a mother's love, or that of a very, very close friend." (March 2, 1944)

Edith Hollander Frank was born in Aachen, Germany on January 16, 1900. At age 25, she married Otto Frank in a lebera (reform) Jewish ceremony and within four years had given birth to Anne and Margot. The family lived in Frankfurt am Main until in the summer of 1933. With the unstable political and economic situation in Germany, the Franks decided to leave. Edith and her daughters first stayed in Aachen with her mother "Grandmother Hollander," until Otto found a place for them in Amsterdam. 

Of all the members of the Frank family, Edith had the most difficult time adjusting to being a refugee in Amsterdam and never fully mastered speaking Dutch. Anne's diary is filled with description of quarrels with her mother. Edith cared deeply about her daughters, and Anne's spirited rejections sometimes brought Edith to tears. Yet, at other times, Anne sounds pleased that her mother believed in modern child-rearing methods and that Edith agreed with Mr. van Daan completely when he said, "Don't be modest and retiring, Anne, it will get you nowhere." (September 28, 1942).

Anne describes her mother crying and upset and her own reactions are a mixture of guilt, empathy and anger. At one point she writes:

"I simply can't stand Mother, and I have to force myself not to snap at her all the time, and to stay calm., when I'd rather slap her across the face....I can imagine Mother dying someday, but Daddy's death seems inconceivable. It's very mean of me, but that's how I feel. I hope Mother will never read this or anything else I've written." (October 3, 1942).

In hiding in the annex, Edith was responsible for cleaning and washing the dishes. Anne wrote that her mother declared that if she were free, a real cup of coffee was what she wanted most. Edith Frank died of starvation on January 6, 1945 in Auschwitz.


MARGOT FRANK

"I'm always teasing Margot about being a paragon of virtue these days, and she hates it. Maybe it'll teach her not to be such a goody-goody. High time she learned." (October 1, 1942).

"Margot's a stinker (there's no other word for it), a constant source of irritation, morning, noon, and night." (November 5, 1942)

"(Margot) has gotten much nicer. She's not nearly as catty these days and is becoming a real friend. She no longer thinks of me as a little kid who doesn't count." (January 12, 1944)

Otto and Edith's first daughter, named Margot Bette Frank, was born on February 16, 1926, in Frankfurt, Germany. She moved to Amsterdam on December 5, 1933, with her mother. Margot attended a Montessori school there until 1941, when Jewish children were no longer allowed to attend a school of their choice. Instead, she attended the Jewish Lyceum. Her goal in life was to be a nurse in Palestine but that dream was cut short when she received a call-up notice from the Schutzstaffel, or Nazi SS on July5, 1942. Margot was an excellent student and appeared more serious and reflective than her younger sister. Margot also kept a journal which was never found.

After Margot’s arrest on August 4, 1944, she is deported with her family to Westerbork. On September 3, 1944, she is sent to Auschwitz and in October 1944 she and Anne were sent to the concentration camp at Bergen-Belsen. Margot dies of typhus at age 19 in February or March of 1945, several weeks before Anne dies.



PETER VAN PELS ('PETER VAN DAAN')

"He's an obnoxious boy who lies around on his bed all day, only rousing himself to do a little carpentry work before returning to his nap. What a dope!" (AUGUST 21, 1942)

'As for Peter,...he's so sweet and I admire him so much. He and I could have a beautiful relationship, so why are the old folks poking their noses into our business again?...when he lays his head on his arms and closes his eyes, he's still a child; when he plays with Mouschi or talks about her, he's loving; when he carries the potatoes or other heavy loads, he's strong; when he goes to watch the gunfire or walks through the dark house to look for burglars, he's brave; and when he's so awkward and clumsy, he's hopelessly endearing." (March 28, 1944)

Peter van Pels was the only son in the family of Hermann and Augusta van Pels. He was born on November 8, 1926 in Onasbruk, Germany. His parents brought him to Holland when he was 12 years old. Four years later, Peter and his family joined the Frank family in hiding. At the time they went into hiding, Peter and Margot were sixteen years old, and Anne Frank was thirteen. For the two years that they were in hiding, Peter liked to keep to himself. His responsibilities in the annex were carpentry, chopping wood, taking out the trash, and maintaining the security of the annex. After two years, in the Spring of 1944, Peter and Anne’s friendship grew in depth and meaning. Anne chronicles in her Diary, their talks, fears and dreams.

On August 4, 1944, along with the other seven people in the Annex, Peter is arrested. He and Otto Frank watched his father, Hermann van Pels march into the gas chamber at Auschwitz on September 6, 1944. Peter dies in May of 1945 after a death March in Mauthausen.



FRITZ PFEFFER ("MR. DUSSEL")

"Just as we thought, Mr. Dussel is a very nice man. Of course he didn't mind sharing a room with me; to be honest, I'm not exactly delighted at having a stranger use my things, but you have to make sacrifices for a good cause, and I'm glad I can make this small one." (November 19, 1942)

"Mr. Dussel, the man who was said to get along so well with children and to absolutely adore them, has turned out to be an old-fashioned disciplinarian and preacher of unbearably long sermons on manners." (November 28, 1942)

"Dussel is terribly lax when it comes to obeying the rules of the house. Not only does he write letters to his Charlotte, he's also carrying on a chatty correspondence with various other people." (March 19, 1943)

Fritz Pfeffer, or "Alfred Dussel" in Anne's diary, was born in Giessen, Germany, on April 30, 1889. He had one son, Peter. Fritz's only other family was his fiancee, a Christian woman named Charlotta Kaletta. Fritz and Charlotta tried to marry each other, but their marriage was considered to be a criminal offense because of the Nazi's Nuremberg Laws, which were applied in Holland. Fritz was a dentist and he met the Franks through Miep Gies, a patient of his. Before going into hiding, Fritz was a very active man who enjoyed sailing, riding, and travelling.

He went into hiding on November 17, 1942 in the annex, where he had to share a room with Anne. The seven residents received free dental work from him during their period in hiding. Anne says "All he wanted was to see Charlotte after the war." The lovers sent letters to each other through Miep, although Charlotte had no idea where he was hiding.
Fritz Pfeffer dies in Neuengamme on December 20, 1944. Peter died later that year.

Fritz's son Peter survived the war in England and met Miep Gies for the first time in 1995. He died later that year.



HERMANN VAN PELS ("MR. VAN DAAN")

"Once he's spoken, his word is final. If anyone dares to suggest otherwise, Mr. van D can put up a good fight. Oh, he can hiss like a cat, but I'd rather he didn't. Once you've seen it, you never want to see it again. his opinion is the best, he knows the most about everything. Granted, the man has a good head on his shoulders, but it's swelled to no small degree." (August 9, 1943)

"You can win Mr. van Daan to your side by agreeing with him, listening quietly, not saying much, and responding to his teasing and his corny jokes with a joke of your own." (March 25, 1944)

Hermann van Pels, or van Daan as Anne referred to his family in her diary, was born in Gehrde, Germany, on March 31, 1890. His parents were of Dutch and Jewish descent. Hermann moved to the Netherlands with his wife and young son from Osnabruck, Germany, during the summer of 1937. He was an expert in the preparation of various herbs and managed to get a job working for Opekta. On July 13, 1942, he and his family went into hiding with the Frank family. Hermann loved to tell jokes, argue about politics, and build things. Deported from Westerbork on September 3, 1944, Hermann van Pels was gassed at Auschwitz on September 6, 1944.



AUGUSTE VAN PELS ("MRS. VAN DAAN")

"I must admit, she's extraordinarily hardworking and neat, and as long as she's in good physical and mental condition, she's quite cheerful." (December 22, 1942)

"Not long ago Mrs. van D. was entertaining us with some bit on nonsense or another. She was talking about the past, about how well she got along with her father and what a flirt she was. "And you know," she continued, "my father told me that if a gentleman ever got fresh, I was to say, 'remember, sir, that I'm a lady,' and he'd know what I meant." We split our sides laughing, as if she'd told us a good joke." (February 5, 1943)

"Mrs. van Daan is at her wit's end. She's talking about getting shot, being thrown in prison, being hanged and suicide. She's jealous that Peter confides in me and not in her, offended that Dussel doesn't respond sufficiently to her flirtations and afraid her husband's going to squander all the fur-coat money on tobacco. She quarrels, curses, cries, feels sorry for herself, laughs and starts all over again." (June 16, 1944)

Auguste van Pels was born on September 29, 1900, in Buer, Germany. In 1937 she fled to the Netherlands with her husband and son. While in hiding, Auguste was responsible for managing the household money and cooking. Miep described her as "temperamental, flirty, and chatty." As described by Miep and Anne, Auguste was one of the pessimists of the residents in the annex. Auguste van Pels dies in Theresienstadt concentration camp in Czechoslovakia in the Spring of 1945.
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